
RECORDINGS'
KLA lGFARBEN: Einer franziisischen Sa-
loriorgel. Stefan Schmidt, organist. Rebuilt
Ifl/27 Reinhold Hansen organ of Motette-
Verlag, Dusseldorf, Germany (1994). Motette
CD 1279. [Vi er ne: QlIotre-vingt Pieces en
style libre, op. 31.1 Having overcome a pair of
serious setbacks in the building process. the
Motette-Verlag is today the proud owner of a
very French salon or studio organ dedicated
to-and adhering strictly to the style of-
famed 19th-r:enturv Pnr isian builder Aristide
CRvRillc-C()11. Di.iss()ldmfnativ(~and organist
Stefan Schmidt ablv demonstrates the varied
tone colors ("Klangfarben") of this twice re-
built instrument in these superbly recorded
selec ions from Vierne's Twentv-four Pieces
in Free Style. All goes well here aside from
an occasional dynamic gradation that is in-
explicably eliminated: both Rricit and Grand
Orgue are under expression. ;l(~\:ordin6 to the
insert, so one must look to Mr. Schmidt for
an explanation for the nmissions. Otherwise,
he performs these harmoo ical ly rich and
stylistically varied miniatures with elan. Or-
ganists looking for shorter and lighter alter-
natives to Vi erne's orgi1l1 symphonies wi II do
well to avail themselves of this disr..·espe-
cially since cornmorcial recordings of some
of these selections arc bv no means plentiful.
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